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A strange record of the African lycaenid butterfly Cupidopsis jobates 
Hopffer, 1855, from Sulawesi, Indonesia (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae) 
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Abstract The capture of a solitary male specimen of the African lycaenid butterfly Cupidop- 
sis jobates Hopffer, 1855, is reported from North Sulawesi, Indonesia. 
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Cupidopsis jobates is a small lycaenid butterfly apparently confined to Africa and Arabia. 
The typical form flies from South Africa and the Malagasy Republic (Madagascar), north 
to Kenya and Uganda, with subspecies uranochroa Ungemach occurring in Ethiopia (D’ 
Abrera, 1980; Henning et al., 1994). The butterfly also flies in Yemen (Larsen, 1984) 
and, so far as the author is aware, it is not known outside this region. 


On 23 May 1985, on the road leading inland from the coastal town of Molibagu, North 
Sulawesi, Indonesia, a lycaenid butterfly, subsequently identified as a male Cupidopsis 
jobates, was captured (Fig.1). The butterfly was not identified at the time and the 
significance of the find was not appreciated until some years later. The appearance of 
the specimen is similar in all respects to typical jobates. 


At the time the author was a participant in Project Wallace, the Royal Entomological 
Society/Joint Services expedition to Sulawesi, and did not return to the United Kingdom 
from Indonesia until October of that year. Some time later, the author’s lycaenid 
material was deposited with Mr Alan Cassidy, an authority on Far Eastern Lycaenidae, 
for identification and the presence of jobates was detected. Quite naturally, it was 
regarded at the time as a probable error of labelling, and the circumstances were not 
further considered until recently. 


The author’s Sulawesi butterflies were brought back to the United Kingdom in August 
1985 by a member of staff of the British Museum (Natural History), London, in a sealed 
container and sorted/dispersed shortly after the author’s return. All Sulawesi 
butterflies were contained in individual glassine envelopes with data recorded on the 
outside of the envelope and it is firmly believed that an error of labelling was not 
possible. 



































Fig. 1. Cupidopsis jobates, d', from Sulawesi, Molibagu (Left: upperside. Right: under-.. 
side). 
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The strange appearance of Cupidopsis jobates in Sulawesi is a mystery. An accidental 
introduction seems unlikely ; it is not known whether Molibagu is a trading port and, if 
so, whether it is visited by vessels from Africa. Unfortunately, since the significance of 
the find was not appreciated at the time, it is not known whether there were other 
specimens flying with the solitary male that was captured. 


The butterfly has been deposited at the British Museum (Natural History) in London. 
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YI) ABY YS Fa, Cupidopsis jobates DAF xd» S DRS (W. J. Tennent) 


CHECTFIVALA LZAYOSOULPHMSNTORD z Cupidopsis jobates Hopffer ®# AAV = 
LY p> & BABEL (7, Molibagu, N. Sulawesi, 23. v. 1985, W. J. Tennent leg.). ERORIZ O 
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